
Nasopharyngeal (NP) Specimen Collection for COVID-19 Testing

Nasal Swab Specimen Collection for COVID-19 Testing

1 2• Tilt patient’s head back 70
degrees.

• Insert swab into 1 nostril
straight back (not upwards,
until resistance is met at
turbinates).

• Gently rotate it in a circular
motion several times against
nasal wall.

• Slowly remove swab
while rotating it.

• Repeat this step for the
second nostril using
the same swab.

• Proceed to Final Step
of securing Transport
Media tube.

1 2• Tilt patient’s head back 70
degrees.

• Insert swab into nostril along
the palate extending straight
back until the posterior
nasopharynx is reached (swab
should reach depth equal to
distance from nostrils to outer
opening of ear).

• Gently rotate it in a circular
motion several times and
keep it in place for 10 seconds.

• Slowly remove swab
while rotating it.

• Repeat this step for the
second nostril using
the same swab.

• Proceed to Final Step
of securing Transport
Media tube.

Oropharyngeal Swab Specimen 
Collection for COVID-19 Testing

Final Step for all Sample Collection 
Techniques

• Place tip of swab into
1-3 mL of sterile Transport
Media tube. Bend/cut/snap
the applicator stick as
appropriate.

• Secure the cap of the
Transport Media tube and
close tightly.

• Insert swab to contact the
posterior pharynx and
tonsillar areas (avoid the
tongue, teeth and gums).

• Proceed to Final Step of
securing Transport Media
tube.

1 FINAL

Preparation: Open the individual collection package and have all materials available.
Materials: Flocked swab, Transport Media (UTM/VTM/Saline), Absorbent Material, Alcohol Wipes, Biohazard Bag,  
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The BakoID™ COVID Virus test is offered under an Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) by the FDA. The EUA stipulates the test may be used only by BakoDx laboratories and only for the 
detection of nucleic acid from SARS CoV-2, not for any other viruses or pathogens. The authorization is valid only for the duration of the declaration that circumstances exist justifying the EUA for 
in vitro diagnostic tests for the detection and/or diagnosis of COVID-19 under Section 564(b)(1) of the Act 21, U.S.C. § 360bbb-3(b)(1), unless the authorization is terminated or revoked sooner.
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